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her cause well, and there are always enough arguments
to substantiate her claims for enfranchisement, she need
never stoop so low as to emulate the methods of rowdies
and hooligans* In the former case there are many even
among the male population who sympathise with the
legitimate aspirations of their womenfolk, but in the latter
the offending suffragettes only incur public reprobation
and damage their own cause*

The militant tactics of the suffragettes infringe directly
upon the rights of the public* For by pouring vitriol
or sulphuric acid into the public letter-boxes or chaining
themselves to the railings of the Houses of Parliament
as well as smashing the windows of government offices,
they constituted a serious menace to the safety of the
public, let alone making themselves a regular nuisance to
be firmly put down by the State* In addition they would
lay siege to the legislators from the Ladies* Gallery in
the House of Commons and rain down papers or pamphlets
to disturb the well-ordered deliberations of the assembly*
So in self-defence the Ladies* Gallery was transformed
into a grille so that no fair spectator, however pacific,
could further intrude upon the tranquillity of Parliamentary
proceedings* And thus the majority of budding women
politicians had to suffer for the sins and excesses of their
over-jealous sisters*

As if all this was still insufficient to advertise their
noble cause, the self-appointed martyrs finally resorted
to a hunger strike* That is to say, they refused to touch
the food supplied by the prison authorities, and so had
to be forcibly fed* Doubtless they had hoped that in
face of such determination to die unfed rather than to